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MEMORANDUM
TO: ALL INTERESTED COUNSEL
FROM: NATIONAL LEGAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES
RE: DOWNWARD DEPARTURES AT SENTENCING

NAME: RODRIGUEZ - ANOTHER NLPA VICTORY

Many of our clients have had minor brushes with the criminal justice system in their
youth. A result of this prior history is that their criminal history scores as calculated for
their current offense, oftentimes add up to a much higher score than is warranted. One
of the best ways to redu;%g the influence of these prior convictions is to seek a
downward departure b:“‘%d upon the argument that the current criminal history category
over represents i nduct. The case of United States v. Rodriguez,
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In this case, NLPA, working with Mr. Rodriguez’s attorney, Robert Ratliff of Cincinnati,
Ohio, argued that Mr. Rodriguez should receive a departure based upon the fact that
his prior criminal histo Ived only minor crimes.committed years earlier. Mr.
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L otential downward
departures are available to your client, NLPA can help. With our extensive knowledge
of the federal sentencing guidelines and access to the most up to date trends and
opinions in federal sentencing law, NLPA can assure you and you client of receiving the
lowest possible sentence.



